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The mog o e Fremel Cocadins Tarmer

whw was bors 22 5. Lz, Quebes. 1o 1851
of a Tvmdy etigmally ssmel Codmess.

val “calied Cossupleuret ™ bad the gresr

sdvantzgs of bripg edocxied £ng i Lo
L3 1ve wsgue atd thes sl 3 emall boy,
ol spemiding a few sears iz the Beutes
Pretestant villsge of Xew Glasgow, where
P cyen wmere “Oritopened lo the wealth
of Fogiah hwerature” znd where be oot
b degres of Bacbelur of Civil Law. Be
wae exllod 14 1he Qoelse bar ja the sume
Ibbs. Bot s yexl Life work began
in 187, when be was cleetled mosuber of
the Queber Lognlature. From thet poist
brs life wed Croadian pulites are igeep-
arabde. This bwograpber tovehes hghtly
n Bir Wilind's last defeat on ihe com-
weription issue in 1917 —as might be ex
jatied, wvinee 3t was omly nataral that
laarier sbould take the stand he did, 1n
view of Lis anieeedent faiths and pnn-
erpiles,

%o vue ran pul thes ltile book down
without ndminng ine gubject of 1l for los
unrgeitting industry “and for the bnl-
Linney of Lix political leadersinp, but most
of all for his merked ahility as a states-
mug who saw lis grest country in 4 grest
wauv, Onpe of the very human anecedotes
in the book i that revealing the innate
theatriealiom which must be a part of a
leauler—ihe ineident of Sir Wilfrid de-
liberutely using o chair that would place
Lim at u lower level than a visitor at his
home whom Lnurier wapted to mnpress,
so that when Le (Sir Wilfrid) rose his
liwight would seemn more imposing even
that it naturelly was. W. B, Me(',
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FIR WILFRID LAURIER. By Perem Mo-
Artinur. Toroute, Canada: J. M. Dent &
Boas.

Elves From Australia

ARE fays and will-o’-the-wisps, elfin
knights  and  jack-o'lgnterns  all

fled to the light of the Soulhern Cross,
sccording (o a very learned Prof. Sirong
of the University of Melbourne, taking
up their abode mn the Innd of the kan-
garoo. For several cewturies, he says,
they hid themselves from mortal vision,
alter leaving roundhead, unromantic Eng-
land. Bul st lenst two true believers dis-
coverod them mnd told all about them
just when they were nesded tlhe most—in
those terrible days when Daddies and
Uncles and Big, Big Brothers bad marched
away Lo war,

It was in Og¢lober, 1016, that Eilves
and Faivies come {rom the equally poetic
pens of two Anstralian sisters, Annie R.
Rentoul, who told in fair words, and Ida
Rentoul Outhwaite, with & magie drawing
pen, of the wee folk who remained to
profect small boys and small girls from
all the terrors of childhood.

So appealing and popular was this
collection throughout Austrolia that the
annals of the little people, rediscovered
and charted, have been borne over the
Sevan Seas of America.

The drawings sbould win a high place
us an illustrator for their maker, while
the simple charm of the lyries shows again
that sweet English is spoken and writien
in the Southern Hemispbere as well as
in the land of green ficlds and apcient
hedgerows.

Such queer birds and beasties as an
Aunstralian  fairvland has wijl debght
thouysands of e¢hildren n  America and
Europe, Think of them: Billabongs;
Boomerang Spirits; Kookaburras; Walla-
bys and Flannel-flowers, growing under
the Ti-trees.

ELVES AND FAIRIES. By Ina Bxmorn

Orruwarre Verses by Axxis B Rex-
vovt. Meolboorne, Australia: Lothias
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Yale Univeraity Press senounces
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In faci, “the immorislity of the soul’
i= 1he vesiest verbal and ments]l gamble
ever engaged in by the race of man. The
wy=<tery of life after death has made the
trouble of being burn worth while, It is
really the grgve and the secret it holds
that give life 2= tang. | have never ques-
tivned the wizdom of the Omnipotent as
long as it remuins Puzele Editor of the
Seroll of Time. Prmise be that it has
never deseended (o the depths of o “Ques-
tion= and Answers”™ editor! O Grave,
where is thy victory! O Death, where is
thy sting’ if I don't know anyibing aboat
eitherY Hope i3 the Monte Carlo of (ha
diynned ; but Monte Cazlo iz = pleasant
p];lt'\&

Abgut the catastrophe of finding out
that the 2oul 15 really immbyial: It would
destroy the livelihood of thousands of
writers, editors, readers and printers, It
would be 5 bad thingTor the churches, for
it would make faith uonecessary. It would
reduee all our great achievements to rub-
ligh; for what value has, for instance, the
diseovery of radium if we are going to a
world where iL will he a5 common as sugar
uged fo be hiere? Making immbdrislity a
sure thing for all would open the way for
ap epidemic of suicide. Whoe wonld
pay his debts or bother about being evieted
if he eonid slide over into the Fourth Di-
mension with a gus fube? Jhe disaster
would be greater than universal Bolshev-
1S,

Personally, I love this life so mueh, 1
haye got so much drama, poetry, tears,
laughter, black eves and flatiery ount of it
up to date, that I really don’t cure a pla-
tonie damn whether I'm done for when
I'm done or whether I've really only be-
gun. 1 bave too profound a failh in the
Inscrutable’s processes 1o bother about it.-

In this connection it may be noted that
imaginations of the first order do not
bother themselves overmuch about immor-
tality. It is a realm of speculation that is
entered by third and fourth rate minds—
wmen {o whom a daisy is a daisy; men who
see nolbing magical, miraculous or im-
mortal in the spectacles of this world or
the dumfounding and econfounding miys-
tery of the stellar universe; who do
nol feel the ghostliness of the hair on the
back of their hands; scientists, business
men uand the unimaginative generally.

Shakespeare used ghests for dramatic

effect to Leightén the mystery of reality.
Another rid eannot explsin this one
any more than man explaing the monkey
or the monkey a butterfly. Science is
running fo psvelie phenomena to-day be-
cause it is siek of its erneibles and spectro-
seopes; the unimaginative sclentist has
bolted for the Empyrean. But there are
more mysieries in the maiter that eonsti-
tutes Sir Oliver Lodpe’s body than were
ever dreamed of among his medioms and
coutrols. The trouble with seienee is that
it has denied spirit; while 2% a maiter of
Taet there s pothing elee im this universe.
1i is the retum te India.

The Rev. Samuel McComb is the latest
Izaak to po s-angling In the waters of
psychic phenomens. His book is ealled
The Futwrs Life im the Light of Modern
Inguiry. Sorry to reiste, be kas not re-
-tarped with a siagir eslesr—nol even with
m mﬁshct
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Was Haxier aav mere modem than
Baddba? Is Hysiep any seaver the framt
in ihe Trota breadline than Si Amgos
une? Here the good doctor 1= on sarer
ground. for be savs the unrvers = spirt-
ul, pot malenal In ether words, man s
duiler 1oday than be was ten thovsand
years 3go. Ibe Hindn knew we were
spirit= lony before the Qecidental deziadd
1. We are progressins teward the an-
cienis.  The sood doctor s gesns along,

Then Jollow chapter after chapler tn
The exten: of les. in which the old “argu-
men's” for the mmmortality of the soml
are revamped—as thongh argnment bad
soxthing to do with it. It 15 pleatafully
<mug, snd the ouijs boand gets in s
loquacion: work. Dhd it everr occur to
the good doclor that the “next sphere”
might be Jower than this one? Pensh
the thonght! A job's a joh. These
“ghosts”™ and “spirits” may be nothing
but Labit shells loafng around the places
where the living “&ied”™ If you grusp
Bishop Berkeley and Spinoza, you bhave
no necd of the Society for Psychical Re-
searel. 1f the Kingdom of Ged is within
us—and I believe it is—why all thesze ea-
cursions to the Couey Island of mysiicism
to discover kim? The good doetor hankers
too much for mirneles, methinks.

The appearanee af a brand mew genius
mukes tbe world belicve that either it or
the genius is an idiot. Both the world and
the good doctor are safe, so far as this
book shows.

THE PUCTURE LIFE.
Samren McCoun. Dodd,

By Thx Rev.
Mead & Co.

Is Greece Like This?

WHEN you open & book of short

stories and in the very firsi find
a g:rl embracing the bones of a dead lover
which sbe bas exbumed from the grave”
yard st miduight you inevitably order
an extra portion’of black coffes and pre-
pare to make a night of it. That is the
way Tales of @ Cruel Country, by Gerald

Comberlend, opens. Greece, modern

A

Rules for the Game

the law _;' 3
majonty of the prople bave agreed upen.
Lesine Jors n0l balieve in wmajoriiy Tule

doctrine. As Mr. Parsons savs:

“Orderly compliance with law and with
the will of the majomiy sre the founda-
tion of our whele svstem. Destroy that
foundation and sou destroy Amerron.”

With it also, as Mr. Parsons adds, yon
waould dqiroy

fallible and imperfect buman boings. IR
might have boen well i’ 1he Buford had
been Liberally stocked with copies of Mr,
Parsons's Fair Play. 1t is written smply
and with a remarkable degreo of porsua-
siveness. It shoold make an American
who reads i1t travel hopetully snd with
confidence, and i should be in every
American boy's Library, N.P. D,

FAIR PLAY. By Gmwrmmsr Pazsoxs,
harles Seribmer’s Sons.

A Good Boy Scout Tale

PLEASANT, wholesome tale this,
of The Hilltop Troop, by Arthur
Stanwood Pier. The forfunate boys of
the Hill are at daggers drawn wilh the jesa
favored lads of the Hollow. Theso small
emnilies are growing last in rancor and
ger, when somo of the older boys of
the Hill form a Boy Seout lroop. How
the cooperalion taught in the Scout Law
and in Scout tasks brings oul the best in
the boys and ineressex the pleasure and
interest of their daysis breczily told, The
untagosism among the gang in the Hol-
low is finally overcome ufler some exeits -
ing imeidents.
Michael of the Hollow is an engaging
lad, his patural earnestiness and upright-

Greece, is the eruel country in mmhupthmbmmngoknumbyh

and its ervelty, if a judgment may be
based npon this book, consists prineipally
of a code of morals rather more degraded
than is popularly aecredited to any coun-
try west of Suez. Not that all Mr. Com-
berland’s slories contsin ghouls, or even
vampires, male or female, but that a
goodly number of them depend for their
=thirill upon a somewhat debased sexual
ethic.

Plain speaking is always sure of u hear-
ing, theoretically st least; and this author
leaves few plain things regarding his
characters unspoken. Sinee Greece is still

eharacter portraval are skiifolly done,
but things are not breaght to a satisfae-
tory eonclusions. The Fictim and two or
three others eseape this amateurish lsek.
Aliogether the exotic flavor and faalty
form of Mr. Cumberiand's Tales leave
the reader with the feeling that he bas done
Justice pesther to kis sabjeet mor to hus
art Hﬁtmsluﬂyﬁnﬂ-t“b

boyish manliness. Regygie of the Hill, the
“villain” of the piece, entiances the pleas-
mgmhh-othhmpnum-_tthe:-

quite impossibly and unnecessurily the
“mntt"mdﬁelthr Otherwise the
myﬂdwwnwwﬁuﬂ
true, and is slways nmusing. If the
Seout laws conld, and should, ever farkid
entirely the merciless ‘kiddi of ons
snother on which boys thrive (and which
is so very refreshing to the restrained
adult) it would be a great pity. M. P. A,

THE HILLTOP TROOP. Bx Amravs
Sraxwoar FPom Boston: Houghton
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